W.H.Little  McKellar  Onterio Canada

                                                                                                                     Mar. 28  04

My Dear Cousins

                           I received your letters also one letter & paper from J B West & Son a few days ( ago?) they having arrived in about a month which is very interesting to (think ?) the world is so small and that it is only a matter of about 12 or 13 thousand miles from Canada to Australia. At this time of the year the snow is still heavy on the ground & it freezes hard at night while all the great lakes are frozen over with ice from 2 to 10 ft thick, lakes that are 5 hundred miles in length .Oh this is a fine country only for the rigorous climate although in summer it is sometimes very warm 90 or even 100 degrees in the shade There are good wages here for all kinds of workman. Canada is a very industrious? country but like Australia it has bad legislation spending immense sums of money too? no purpose this country has fine railroads & though they were badly blocked with snow this winter which was the worst I have ever seen it has been 8 ft deep in some places & has averaged 4 ft all over the country. The chief occupation of this country is lumbering at which nearly every body works more or less there are many very large mills which cut millions of feet every year .But I must tell you something about the folks & relatives. My fathers name is Robert H Little & is therefore your first cousins He being the fourth son of Jane Little & William. My fathers age is 49 years & he was born in Canada near the city of Ottawa in which city is the Cluff family one of whom is proprietor of a very large hotel in that city the Cluffs were cousins of Jane Wests & are therefore cousins of your fathers as at the time William & Jane Little & their family lived at Ottawa .Isaca Cluff came to see them before they moved into Perry Sound (Ontario?) which is something like 300 miles But there has been no visits or correspondence between them since that time William & Jane Little had sons Henry/born in Ireland whence they sailed to Brooklyn N.Y where their daughter Margaret was born then I think they went back to Ireland & returned to Canada. I don’t remember much about this except what I used to hear grandmother talk about when she was at our place visiting sometimes before she died & then Thomas born in Canada & William & Mary & Robert & Edward & Charlie & Nathaniel Henry & Thomas are dead as is also Mary & Margaret.

Henry married a Miss Clark in the country of Cherltor ? near Ottawa & has one son by her when she died. This sons name is Robert C. Little & a nephew of my fathers. Margaret married William Farau & had one son & two daughters  she died. William married Miss Rachel Tompson a sister of John Tompson who sometime before had married Mary Little. William & Rachel Little had one daughter who is married to Peter Robertson of Prince Albert …….? Canada then Williams wife died & he married  Susan Gibson & they have two of a family Percy & Violet who is a pretty girl .John Tompson & Mary Tompson had 6 of a family when she died & he took the second wife . He is at present owner & operator of a Woollen Mill in this place .Charles West Little so called in Honour of his mother Jane is married & has 4 of a family three boys & girl Maud I am sending you a photo of her & my youngest sister.  Charlies address is Perry Sound Onterio Canada. Edward is married and has 4 of a family 2 boys & 2 girls. Nathaniel is married and has 7 of a family 5 boys & two girls. Robert that is my father has 7  4 boys & 3 girls .Eva Gertie & Mary Charlotte of whom I am sending you a picture . My mother has been dead 14 years .I was only ten years old at the time I am also sending you a picture of myself as drest in winter clothes

With best wishes for all my Australian relations                          From your 

                                                                                                    distant cousins 

                                                                                                     W .H. Little

